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Honorable Charles S. Robb
United States Senator
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 493
First and Constitution Avenue. N.E.
Washington. DC 2051 0-4304
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Dear Senator Robb:

Thank you for your letter of September 11, 1995, on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Charles
H. Logan. regarding Apple Computer, Inc. 's ("Apple") petition for rulemaking which. requests
an allocation of spectrum to provide unlicensed communications services. Mr. Logan
expresses support for Apple's proposal. I would like to take this opportunity to give you a
status report on this proposal and a related rulemaking.

On May 15, 1995. the Wireless Infonnation Networks Forum ("WINForum") filed a Petition
for Rulemaking (RM-8648), requesting that 250 megahertz of spectrum at 5.1 - 5.35 GHz be
allocated for a new high-speed, high-bandwidth, unlicensed radio service, or Shared
Unlicen::;ed PErsonal Radio Network (flSUPERNet"). According to WINForum, SUPERNet is
designed to allow wireless access to the full range of data communications capabilities now
being deployed in landline networks to support multimedia and other resource-intensive
applications.

On May 24. 1995, Apple filed a Petition for Rulemaking (RM-8653), requesting that 300
megahertz of spectrum at 5.15 - 5.30 GHz and 5.725 - 5.875 GHz be allocated for a new
high-speed, high-bandwidth, unlicensed radio service. Apple contends that this allocation
("the NIl Band") would promote full development of a National Information Infrastructure by
making possible high-bandwidth access and interaction throughout a limited geographic area,
where mobility is key. and by providing as well for a wireless element of "community
networks" serving a larger area.
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Honorable Charles S. Robb 2.

Please note that we have placed your correspondence in the docket for the Apple and
WINForum petitions (RM-8653 and RM-8648) and assure you that your constituent's letter
will be considered before the Commission makes a determination in this proceeding. Thank
you for your interest in this matter. If we can be of further assistance. please do not hesitate
to contact us.

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology



CHARLES S. ROIS
YIlGNA

WAIHICn'ON OFFICE:
............ 0tftIlI1IuMlg

fht IIld CoN1IlUIIDn A_. N.£. /IOOIIl .,
WIIt*lglDn. DC 2DlI1O

(202)22......4 WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

September 11, 1995

ARMED SSMCES

CO/lM1lCE, SCENCE.
AND TRANSPORTATION

FOftEIGN RElATIONS

CI\IlmlIn, Eat AllIn IIld
PIClflc AtfIIrI 8ulIcloIIIINltH

JOM" ECONCMC COMWTTEE

VICe ChIlrlMn.
DIIllOCl'ltIC PolIcy CommIttee

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room #814
Washington, DC 20554-0001

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I have been contacted by Mr. Charles H. Logan of Arlington,
virginia, expressing concern about Apple Computer's proposal to
set aside open access frequencies. I am enclosing a copy of the
correspondence I've received.

I would appreciate it if you could review the letter and
consider its insightful suggestions as the FCC evaluates related
issues. Many thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~~
Charles S. Robb
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1830 N Ode Street
Arlington VA 22209-1~1:

July 12, 199:

The Honorable Charles Robb
Unlted States Senate
Washlngton DC 20510

Dear Senator Robb.

I am wrlting to solicit your support for the proposal by Apple Compute:
that the FCC set aSlde a large block of frequencies that any America!!
could use, without fee I don~t know what role Congress is playing ir-.
thlS idea a t this pOlnt. but according to today's new;paper, the FCC ha:;
Just finished collectlng public comment Since I had no prlor opportuni
ty to make any comment to FCC, I am h:Jping that you wlll convey my
sentlments to them, as well as make note of them for the time that
Congress does become involved in the issue

The Apple proposal requests 30011hz be set aside for community-wide
broadcasting A counter-proposal by telephone companies suggests 250 11hz
iHth a very limited range .. suitable for Jnly Within-building broadcast
Ing Those restrictlons would help the phone companies protect them
selves from competition

The public interest, as opposed to the interest of the phone companies,
would be served better by the Apple proposal, which would allow unlimited
Innovatlon and experlmentation with new technologies and services Ir.
effect, It would create a small area of air space for the Internet It
IS 1mpossible to predict the advances this could lead to, and that is
precisely why it sh:JUld be as broad ar.d as unrestricted in form as
pcssible Do not let the phone compa:1ies control or restrict this
exciting new realm of :ommunication and invention

Cangre:;:; may be worrled that the federal government may lose some money
by gl¥lng away a small par: of the spectrum Instead of auctionIng it off
I th1~k :ha: 15 lookl[5 a: It backward The spectrum should be seen as
belonqlng, D:lglnally and Inherently. to The People [or te: nobody, which
~~ another way of saYIng the same thIng] not to the government
Reser,lng 300 11hz for unlIcensed publIC use would be gl,lng back to the
publlC what IS rightfully Its in the flrst place The federal revenues
that ',;ould be "lost' .... ould remain Hi the hands of taxDa~lers, who can
decidE £2: themselves w~at 1:; the best and highest use of":Sat money

S:.ncerel~' ,

Charles·R Logan


